22 June 2009


The Honorable _______ ______
[street address and suite or floor]
Columbus, Ohio  43215

Dear Representative__________:

I am a constituent in your District. I am also an officer in the Commissioned Corps of the U.S. Public Health Service (USPHS). I am very interested in House Bill 188, which is now before the House Committee on Financial Institutions, Real Estate, and Securities.   

I am writing to ask you to support this bill. I am also asking you to consider becoming a co-sponsor. House Bill 188 would extend to USPHS retirees the same income tax exemption that Ohio law already provides for retirees of the U.S. Armed Forces.
[Personalize the letter by writing a paragraph about yourself, your work, your service and your deployments. Mention any plans to retire in Ohio. If you are retired, say so.]  
Along with other USPHS officers in Ohio, both active-duty and retired, I am attempting to let Ohio legislators know about the work of the USPHS Commissioned Corps. We are the second-smallest of the seven federal uniformed services, with an active-duty force of 6,000 officers and a history dating back to 1889.
USPHS officers serve in 80 countries around the world, including Iraq and Afghanistan. In the U.S., they work in federal health and regulatory agencies such as the Food and Drug Administration (FDA), the National Institutes of Health (NIH), and the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH), which is located in Cincinnati. 
USPHS officers also provide health services for the U.S. Coast Guard, the Indian Health Service, the Bureau of Prisons, and the Department of Homeland Security. As uniformed service personnel, USPHS officers are deployable on short notice to respond to public health emergencies including terrorist attacks and natural disasters.  
Again, I ask that you support House Bill 188. I appreciate your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 
[your name, rank, service;
your home address;
your home phone, personal e-mail address] 









